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3000. 00. 00 ELI G BI LI TY STANDARDS

Each program has separate standards established by | aw or
regul ati on which nust be used to determine eligibility for
assistance. This chapter includes information on the
fol | ow ng:

Resource Limts (Section 3005);

| ncone/ Need Standards (Section 3010);
Dependent Care Standards (Section 3015);
Uility Standards (Section 3020);

Food Stanmp Rel ated Standards (Section 3025);
Wor k Expense Di sregard (Section 3030);

MA Earned | nconme Disregard (Section 3035);
CGeneral Incone Disregard (Section 3040);
CGeneral Earned Inconme Disregard (Section 3045);
Maxi mum Benefits (Section 3050); and

Foot notes for Chapter 3000 (Section 3099).

3005. 00. 00 RESOURCE LIM TS

The resource limt is the maxi num val ue of nonexenpt
resources which an assistance group (AG may retain in order
to be eligible for assistance. The follow ng sections |ist
the limts for each program

3005. 05. 00 RESOURCE LIM TS (F)

The resource limt is $2000 for all AGs that does not
i nclude an elderly or disabled nenber.

Ef fective 10/01/02 the resource limt is $3000 for any AG
whi ch contains a nenber age 60 or ol der or a nenber who is
blind or disabled according to the policy in Section
3210. 10. 25. 05.

3005. 10. 00 RESOURCE LIMTS (C, MED 2)

The resource linit is $1000 for applicants.(f2)

For TANF recipients, the resource limt is $1,500.(f2a)
3005. 15. 00 RESOURCE LIM TS (MED 1)

The resource limt is dependent upon the category of

assis%gnce and the conposition and living arrangenent of the
AG




The resource limts for Aged, Blind, and D sabl ed categories
(MAA MAB and MA D) are as follows:

$1500 for an applicant/recipient who is unnarried,
separated from his spouse for reasons other than
medi cal , or whose spouse qualifies as a "community
spouse".

$2250 for an applicant/recipient and his spouse

(whet her or not the spouse is an applicant/recipient)
if the couple is living together, or separated only for
nmedi cal reasons and the spousal inpoverishnent

provi sions do not apply.

For the applicant/recipient who is under age 18 and
living with his parents, the resource limt for his
parents is as follows, unless the child is approved for
Hone and Community Based Services. Under these

wai vers, parental resources are not considered.

- $1500 for a biological or adoptive parent who is
unmarried or separated from his spouse; or

- $2250 for biological or adoptive parents living
toget her, or who are separated only for nedica
reasons.

The resource limts for ME.D. Wrks (MADW MADI ) are:

$2,000 for an applicant/recipient who is unnarried,
separated from his spouse for reasons other than
medi cal , or whose spouse qualifies as a conmunity
spouse.

$3, 000 for an applicant/recipient and his spouse
(whether or not the spouse is an applicant/recipient if
the couple is living together, or separated only for
medi cal reasons and the spousal inpoverishnent

provi sions do not apply.

Parental resources are exenpt.

When an institutionalized individual has a community
spouse, the community spouse resource limt is the
greatest of the foll ow ng anDunt? effective January 1,
2006 through Decenber 31, 2006: (f4)

- the state standard of $19, 908. ($19, 020 effective
1/ 1/ 05 through 12/31/05);

- t he spousal share, up to a naxi num of $99, 540.
(%95, 100 effective 1/1/05 through 12/ 31/ 05;



- any anount of resources ordered by a court agai nst
the institutionalized spouse for the support of
the community spouse; or

- t he amount established by an Adm nistrative Law
Judge as the result of an appeal.

3005. 20. 00 RESOURCE LIM TS (MED 3)

There are no resource limts for any of the MED 3 categories
of assistance. Any anount of resources may be retained by
an AG

3005. 25. 00 RESOURCE LIM TS (MED 4)

The resource lim¢{s for the QvwB, SLMB, Q@OW and Q
categories are:

$4000 for an applicant/recipient who is unmarried or
not living with his spouse;

$6000 for an applicant/recipient and his spouse if the
couple is living together.

3010. 00. 00 | NCOMVE/ NEED STANDARDS

| ncome and Need Standards are the maxi numincome or expense
consideration that is given to an AGin order to determ ne
financial eligibility. For sone prograns, both a gross

i ncone and net income conparison are necessary. The
specific incone or need standards of each program are

di scussed in the foll ow ng sections.

3010. 05. 00 | NCOVE STANDARDS ( F)

This chart lists the Food Stanp Program s maxi num nont hly
gross and net income standards. For financial eligibility
to exist, income may not exceed these standards. The
maxi mum gr oss i ncone anmounts are based on 130% of the
Federal Poverty Cuidelines, and the maxi mum net incone
amounts are based on 100% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.
Fol l owi ng are the anounts effective 10/01/05.



MAXI MUM MAXI MUM MAXI MUM MAXI MUM
GROSS NET GROSS NET
AG MONTHLY MONTHLY AG MONTHLY MONTHLY
S| ZE | NCOVE | NCOVE S| ZE | NCOVE | NCOVE
1 $1037 $ 798 6 $2803 $2156
2 1390 1070 7 3156 2428
3 1744 1341 8 3509 2700
4 2097 1613 9 3863 2972
5 2450 1885 10 4217 3244
Each Additi onal Each Additi onal
Menber (gross) + $354 Menber (net) + $272

3010. 05. 05 | ncone Standards - Elderly/Di sabl ed Separate

AG (F)

This chart lists the Food Stanp Program s maxi mum nont hly
gross and net income standards for AGs containing an elderly

or di sabl ed menber.

Poverty Gui del i nes.
10/ 01/ 05.

The maxi mum gross i ncome anounts are
based on 165% of the Federal
maxi mum net i ncone anpunts are based on 100% of the Federal
Fol l owi ng are the amounts effective

Poverty Gui del i nes,

and t he

MAXI MUM MAXI MUM MAXI MUM MAXI MUM
GROSS NET GROSS NET
AG MONTHLY MONTHLY AG MONTHLY MONTHLY
SI ZE | NCOVE | NCOVE S| ZE | NCOVE | NCOVE
1 $1316 $ 798 5 $3109 $1885
2 1765 1070 6 3558 2156
3 2213 1341 7 4006 2428
4 2661 1613 8 4454 2700
Each Additi onal Each Additi onal
Menmber (gross) + $449 Menber (net) + $272

3010. 10. 00 NEED STANDARDS ( C)

The need standard i s the nmaxi mum expense consi deration given
to a Cash Assistance group. It is a flat maintenance

al l omance which_varies by AG participating nenber size and
conposi tion. One chart lists the need standard for an
AG with a recipient parent and/or caretaker, and the second
chart lists the standard for an AGwith children only.



NEED STANDARD
AG WTH A RECI PI ENT PARENT AND/ OR CARETAKER

AG NEED AG NEED
SI ZE STANDARD SI ZE STANDARD
1 $155 6 $515

2 255 7 580

3 320 8 645

4 385 9 710

) 450 10 775

Each Additional Menber + $65

NEED STANDARD
AG W TH RECI PI ENT CHI LDREN ONLY

AG NEED AG NEED
S| ZE STANDARD S| ZE STANDARD
1 $155 6 $480
2 220 7 545
3 285 8 610
4 350 9 675
5 415 10 740
Each Addi ti onal Each Addi ti onal
Menber + $65 Menber + $65
3010. 15. 00 185% | NCOVE STANDARDS ( O)

This chart lists the maxi num nonthly gross incone and net

i ncome standards for non-treatnment Cash Assi stance groups.
(f8)  The gross income standard is used when the 185%t est
is conpleted for initial eligibility for all cash assistance
groups. For financial eligibility to exist, incone may not
exceed these standards. The gross income standard is 185%
of the need standard, and the net inconme standard is 90% of
the need standard. There are separate charts for AGs which
i nclude a recipient parent/caretaker and AGs which only

i nclude chil dren.



This chart lists the maxi mum nonthly gross inconme and
net i ncone standards for Cash Assistance groups.
| NCOVE STANDARD
AG WTH A RECI PI ENT PARENT AND/ OR CARETAKER
GRCSS NET GRCSS NET

AG | NCOVE | NCOVE AG | NCOVE | NCOVE
SI ZE STANDARD STANDARD SI ZE STANDARD STANDARD
1 $ 286.75 $139.50 6 $ 952.75 $463.50
2 471.75 229.50 7 1073. 00 522. 00
3 592. 00 288. 00 8 1193. 25 580. 50
4 712. 25 346. 50 9 1313. 50 639. 00
5 832. 50 405. 00 10 1433. 75 697. 50

Each Additional Menber Each Additional Menber
+ $120.25 + $ 58.50 + $120.25 + $ 58.50

| NCOVE STANDARD
AG W TH RECI Pl ENT CHI LDREN ONLY
GROSS NET GROSS NET

AG INCOVE | NCOVE AG | NCOVE | NCOVE
S| ZE STANDARD STANDARD SIZE STANDARD STANDARD

1 $ 286.75 $139.50 6 $ 888.00 $ 432.00

2 407.00 198. 00 7 1008. 25 490. 50

3 527.25 256.50 8 1128. 50 549. 00

4 647.50 315.00 9 1248. 75 607. 50

5 767.75 373.50 10 1369. 00 666. 00

Each Additional Menber Each Additional Menber

+ $120. 25 + $58.50 + $120.25 + $58.50

3010. 15. 05 100% I ncone Standards (C)

This chart lists the nmaxi mum nont hly countabl e net incomne
standards and t he adjusted needs standard for cash
assistance for a TANF AG The countable net income standard
is 100% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL).(f8a) The

adj ust ed needs standard is 90% of the need standard. There
are separate charts for AG s which include a recipient
parent/caretaker and AG s which only include children

An AG which will lose eligibility when its countabl e net
i ncome equal s or exceeds 100% of Federal Poverty Level (FPL)
for a family of the sanme size. (f

| NCOVE STANDARD
AG WTH A RECI PI ENT PARENT AND/ OR CARETAKER



effe

ctive 4/1/05.

COUNTABLE ADJUSTED COUNTABLE | ADJUSTED
AG | NET | NCOVE NEEDS AG | NET | NCOVE NEEDS
Sl ZE STANDARD STANDARD | SI ZE STANDARD STANDARD
1 $ 798 $139. 50 6 $2156 $463. 50
2 $1070 $229. 50 7 $2428 $522. 00
3 $1341 $288. 00 8 $2700 $580. 50
4 $1613 $346. 50 9 $2971 $639. 00
5 $1885 $405. 00 10 $3243 $697. 50
For each additional menber, see |CES Table TM S,

I NCOVE STANDARD
AG W TH RECI PI ENT CHI LDREN ONLY

effe

ctive 4/1/05.

COUNTABLE ADJUSTED COUNTABLE | ADJUSTED
AG | NET | NCOVE NEEDS AG | NET | NCOVE NEEDS
Sl ZE STANDARD STANDARD | SI ZE STANDARD STANDARD
1 $ 798 $139. 50 6 $2156 $432. 00
2 $1070 $198. 00 7 $2428 $490. 50
3 $1341 $256. 50 8 $2700 $549. 00
4 $1613 $315. 00 9 $2971 $607. 50
5 $1885 $373. 50 10 $3243 $666. 00
For each additional menber, see |CES Table TM S,

3010. 20.

The incone standards used in determning eligibility for
A, MA B, and MA D AGs are based on AG si ze,

00

living arrangenent.
standards to be utilized in a given case.

3010. 20.

The nonthly inconme standards |isted
inthe eligibility determ nation

05

effective January 1, 2006.

$603 -
appl i cant/reci pi ent not

$904 -

marri ed coupl e,

appl i cant s/ reci pi ents;

$301 -

a dependent child;

ei ther or

in
(f9)

| NCOVE STANDARDS (MED 1)

this section are used

conposition,

The foll owi ng sections list the incone

Eligibility Incone Standards (MED 1)

These standards are

unmarried applicant/recipient of any age; or
living with a spouse;

bot h of whom are

applicable for a child not

an MA assi stance group or one who is in an MA

assi stance group other than MA B or

MA D

MA
and



$302 - an essential person;
$603 - one parent of the child applicant/recipient;

$904 - two parents of the child applicant/recipient;
and

$301 - stepparent.
3010. 20. 10 Post-Eligibility Standards (MED 1)

The policies stated in this section apply only to the MA A
MA B, and MA D categories of assistance.

The purpose of post-eligibility is to determ ne the
institutionalized applicant's/recipient's liability to the
facility. This determ nation also establishes the anmpbunt of
the institutionalized applicant's/recipient's incone which
is allocated to neet the needs of his conmunity spouse and
certain other famly nmenbers. The follow ng standards are
used in the post-eligibility calculation

Per sonal needs al |l owance:
- $52 (f10)

Effective 7-1-02 ($50 effective 7-1-99) this is
the m ni num amount al |l owed for all
applicants/recipients except as stated bel ow for
certain veterans.

- $90 (f11)

This is the maxi num anount of the reduced VA
benefit payable to a single veteran or veteran's
widow in a nursing facility. The anmobunt of the
reduced VA benefit is the personal needs all owance
for the individual.

- In specific situations, an additional individual
anount for increased personal needs is to be
deducted. Refer to Section 3455.15. 10.

Spousal allocation (f12) pased on:

- Spousal Income Standard — $1605 effective 7/1/05
($1562 effective 7/1/04)

- Shelter Standard - $482 effective 7/1/05 ($469
ef fective 7/1/04)

- Maxi mum Mai nt enance Standard - $2489 effective
1/1/06; ($2378 effective 1/1/05)



Family allocation (f13) pased on:

- 1/3 of the difference between a famly nmenber's
i ncome and $1605 effective 7/1/05. ($1562
effective 7/1/04)

3010. 20. 15 Speci al Incone Level Used For Waiver Services
(MED 1)

The Special Income Level (SIL) used in determning
eligibility under certain HCBS waivers is 300% of the SSI
Maxi nrum Benefit Rate. Effective 1/1/06 the SIL is $18009.
3010. 20. 20 | ncone Standard/Premuns for ME. D. Wrks
The i ncome standard for MADW and MADI is 350% of the Federa

Poverty Level. Effective April 1, 2005, the standard is
$2, 792.

Go to next page for PREM UMS Tabl e.

PREM UVS
Fam |y Mont hly Gross Inconme Prem um Anmpunt
Size
1  $1197 $1397 $1596 $1995 $2394 $2793
to to to to to and

$1396 $1595 $1994 $2393 $2792 over
$48 $69 $ 107 $ 134 $ 161 $ 187

2 $1604 $1873 $2140 $2674 $3209 $3744
to to to to to and

$1872 $2139 $2673 $3208 $3743 over

$ 65 $ 93 $ 145 $ 182 $ 218 $ 254

3010. 25. 00 | NCOVE STANDARDS ( MED 2)
The MED 2 incone standards are based on the TANF st andards.
This chart lists the nonthly inconme standards to be used for

MA C, MA 3, MA ? MU MVT, MO and MA M categories of
assi stance. (f14)



For all MED 2 categories other than MA Q the AG s net

i ncone may not exceed the nonthly income standard. For NMA Q
only: AGs with income exceeding the standard may be
eligible for Medical Assistance under the spend-down
provi si on.

AG WTH A PARENT | NCLUDED

AG NET | NCOVE AG NET | NCOVE
S| ZE STANDARD S| ZE STANDARD
1 $139.50 6 $463. 50
2 229.50 7 522.00
3 288. 00 8 580. 50
4 346.50 9 639. 00
5 405. 00 10 697.50
Each Additi onal Menber Each Additi onal Menber
+ $58. 50 + $58. 50

AG W TH CHI LDREN ONLY

AG NET | NCOVE AG NET | NCOVE
S| ZE STANDARD S| ZE STANDARD
1 $139. 50 6 $432. 00
2 198. 00 7 490. 50
3 256. 50 8 549. 00
4 315. 00 9 607.50
5 373.50 10 666. 00
Each Additi onal Menber Each Additi onal Menber
+ $58. 50 + $58. 50
3010. 26. 00 TRANSI TI ONAL MA STANDARDS (MA F)

There is no income standard for the first six nonths of
eligibility. Beginning with the seventh nonth, the AG s
average gross nonthly earnings (mnus child care expenses)
must be equal to or |ess than 185% of the Federal Poverty
Gui delines (FPG) for TMA eligibility to continue. (f15)
The incone guidelines are shown bel ow.

TMA STANDARDS
AG AG
SI ZE EARNI NGS SI ZE EARNI NGS
1 $1476 6 $3989
2 $1978 7 $4491
3 $2481 8 $4994
4 $2984 9 $5497




5 $3486 10| $5999

For each additi onal nenmber, see |ICES Table TM S,
effecti ve 4-1-2005.

3010. 30. 00 | NCOVE STANDARDS ( MED 3)

There are no incone standards for the MA E category of
assi st ance.

The i ncone standards for the MA 2, MAY, MA Z MAN M 9
and MA 10 categories of assistance are based on the Federal
Poverty Guidelines. The size of the AG determ nes the

i ncome standard to be used. G oss inconme and net income nay
not exceed the standards in order for financial eligibility
to exist. The follow ng sections |ist the standards to be
used in the consideration of incone.

3010. 30. 05 | ncone Standards/Child Age 6 - 19 (MED 3)

This chart lists the nonthly income standards to be used for
the MA 2 (MA for a Child Age 6 - 19) category of assistance
effective April 1, 2005. Financial eligibility exists if
net incone is less than or equal to the standards per AG
size. (f16) The income standard is based on 100% of the
Federal Poverty Level.

AG NET | NCOVE AG NET | NCOVE
S| ZE STANDARD S| ZE STANDARD
1 $ 798 6 $2156
2 1070 7 2428
3 1341 8 2700
4 1613 9 2971
5 1885 10 3243
For each additional nember, see |ICES Table TM S,
effecti ve 4-1-2005.

3010. 30. 10 | ncone Standards/Child Age 1 - 6 (MED 3)

This chart lists the nonthly inconme standards to be used for
the MA Z (MA for a Child Age_l1 - 6) category of assistance
effective April 1, 2005. (T17) The inconme standard is based
on 133% of Federal Poverty Level.



AG NET | NCOVE AG NET | NCOVE
S| ZE STANDARD S| ZE STANDARD
1 $1061 6 $2868
2 1422 7 3229
3 1784 8 3590
4 2145 9 3952
5 2506 10 4313
For each additi onal nenmber, see |ICES Table TM S,
effecti ve 4-1-2005.

3010. 30. 15 | ncone Standards/ Child Under 19 and
Pregnancy- Rel ated ( MED 3)

This chart lists the nonthly inconme standards to be used for
MA for a Child Under One (MA Y), CH P Program (MA 9) and
Pregnancy Related MA (MA N) effective March 1, 2006. (f18)
(Refer to Section 1620.86 for an explanation of this
category). This income standard is based on 150% of Feder al
Poverty Level

AG NET | NCOVE AG NET | NCOVE
S| ZE STANDARD S| ZE STANDARD
1 $ 1225 6 $ 3350

2 1650 7 3775

3 2075 8 4200

4 2500 9 4625

5 2925 10 5050

For each additi onal nmenmber, see |ICES Table TM S,
effecti ve 4-1-2005.

3010. 30. 20 MA 10 and MA 14 | ncome Standards/ MA 10
Prem uns; (MED 3)

This chart lists the nonthly i ncome standards for MA 10
(Package C, Children's Health Plan) effective March 1, 2006.
Eligibility is based on 200% of the Federal Poverty Level.
For purposes of establishing the prem um anount, there are 2
tiers. Famlies whose incone does not exceed the Tier 1
[imt, which is 175% of Federal Poverty Level, have a | ower
premum Tier 2 is based on 200% of the Federal Poverty
Level .

The incone limts of the Foster Care |ndependence category,
MA 14, inplenmented July 1, 2006 are al so 200% of the Federa
Poverty Level as denoted in the chart bel ow



MONTHLY LIM T MONTHLY LIM T

AG SI ZE TIER 1 (175% FPL)  TIER 2 (200% FPL)
1 $ 1430 $ 1634
2 $ 1925 $ 2200
3 $ 2421 $ 2767
4 $ 2917 $ 3334
5 $ 3413 $ 3900
6 $ 3909 $ 4467

The chart bel ow shows the nonthly prem um anounts for MA 10
category effective February 1, 2006.

MONTHLY PREM UMS

NUVBER OF CHI LDREN TITER 1 TIER 2

1 $ 22.00 $ 33.00

2 or More $ 33.00 $ 50. 00
3010. 35. 00 | NCOVE STANDARDS ( MED 4)

| ncone standards for Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QVB),
Speci fi ed Low I ncone Medi care Beneficiary (SLMB), Qualified
D sabl ed Wrker (Q@DW, and Qualified Individual (Q) are
based on the Federal Poverty Incone CGuidelines. The size of
the AG determnes the incone standard to be used. |If
countabl e i ncone exceeds the standard, the applicant/
recipient is not financially eligible. (f19)

3010. 35. 05 QWB | ncone Standards (MED 4)

This chart lists the nonthly income standards to be used for
the QvB (MA L) category of assistance effective March 1,
2006. This standard is based on 100% of the Federal Poverty
| ncome Cui del i nes.




AG | NCOVE AG | NCOVE

S| ZE STANDARD S| ZE STANDARD
1 $ 817 6 $2234
2 1100 7 2517
3 1384 8 2800
4 1667 9 3084
5 1950 10 3367

Fani |y Menber Standard: $284

3010. 35.10 SLMB | ncone Standards (MED 4)

This chart lists the nonthly inconme standards to be used for
the SLMB category of assistance effective March 1, 2006.
This standard is based on 120% of the Federal Poverty | ncone
Gui del i nes.

FAM LY | NCOVE FAM LY | NCOVE
SI ZE STANDARD SI ZE STANDARD
1 $ 980 6 $2680
2 1320 7 3020
3 1660 8 3360
4 2000 9 3700
5 2340 10 4040
Fami |y Menber Standard: $340

3010. 35. 15 QW I ncone St andards (MED 4)

This chart lists the nonthly income standards to be used for
the QDW(MA G category of assistance effective March 1
2006. This standard is based on 200% of the Federal Poverty
| ncome Cui del i nes.

FAM LY | NCOVE FAM LY | NCOVE
S| ZE STANDARD S| ZE STANDARD
1 $1634 6 $4467
2 2200 7 5034
3 2767 8 5600
4 3334 9 6167
5 3900 10 6734
Each Additional Menber: + $567

3010. 35. 20 Q Inconme Standards (MED 4)

This chart lists the nonthly inconme standards to be used for
the Q (MA 1) effective March 1, 2006. This standard is
based on 135% of the Federal Poverty Levels.



FAM LY MA | | NCOVE FAM LY | NCOVE

SI ZE STANDARD S| ZE STANDARD
1 $1103 6 $3015
2 1485 7 3398
3 1868 8 3780
4 2250 9 4163
5 2633 10 4545

Each Additional Menber: + $383

3015. 00. 00 DEPENDENT CARE STANDARDS (F, MED 2, 3)

The dependent care standard is the maxi num expense deducti on
for dependent care costs that is allowed for an assi stance
group in order to determne financial eligibility or provide
child care paynent. The actual cost of care up to the
standard armount is all owed.

3015. 05. 00 DEPENDENT CARE DEDUCTI ON STANDARDS ( F)
The maxi num dependent care deduction expense that nay be

al l oned for each dependent participating AG nenber is the
actual cost of care or, as follows: (f2I)

UNDER 2 YEARS 2 OR OVER
$200 $175

3015. 10. 00 DEPENDENT CARE DEDUCTI ON STANDARDS ( MED 2,
MED 3)

The maxi mum child care or incapacitated adult care deduction
that may be all owed for each dependent participating AG
menber i s based on the age of the dependent and the nunber
of hours of enploynent per nonth. The actual cost of care
up to the nonthly anmounts listed belowis allowed. (f22)

Mont hl'y Hours Dependent Under Dependent 2 Years
Enpl oyed 2 Years of Age of Age or d der

Over 129 hours  $200 per nenber $175 per nmenber

129 hours or less $199 per nenber $174 per nenber

3020. 00. 00 UTI LI TY STANDARDS ( F)

Two Utility Standards exist for Food Stanps. The first
Uility Standard is available to AGs which have a primary
heati ng/ cool i ng expense or receive or expect to receive an
Energy Assistance Paynent (EAP). This standard amount is
$378 (effective 4/1/04) regardl ess of AG size. The second



Uility Standard is available to AG s which do not have a
primary heating/ cooling expense but do have at |east two of
t he expenses included in this standard (electricity or fuel
for purposes other than heating or cooling, water, sewerage,
wel | and septic tank installation and mai ntenance, telephone
and garbage or trash collection). This standard anmount is
$218 (effective 4/1/04) regardl ess of AG size. Both
standards include the standard tel ephone amount of $27
regardl ess of whether the AG has a current tel ephone
expense. Refer to Section 3440.10.00 through 3440.20.00 for
further clarification.

3025. 00. 00 FOOD STAMP RELATED STANDARDS ( F)

In the cal culation of the Food Stanp budget, certain
standard deductions are allowed in addition to the
deductions stated in the previous sections. The follow ng
sections discuss the earned i ncone deduction and the

st andard deducti on.

3025. 05. 00 EARNED | NCOVE DEDUCTI ON ( F)

Twenty percent (20% of gross earned incone is allowed as an
earned i ncone deduction in the financial eligibility
determ nation. No additional deductions are allowed, from
earned i ncome except for costs of self-enploynent. (f26)

3025. 10. 00 STANDARD DEDUCTI ON (F)

Al'l assistance groups receive a flat standard deduction in
the financial eligibility determnation. (f27) Effective
10/01/02 the current, fixed standard was replaced with a
deduction that varies according to household size and is
adjusted annually for cost-of-living increases. Larger
househol ds wi Il receive a higher deducti on.

Ef fective 10/01/05 the foll ow ng standard deduction figures
appl y:

1 Menber $134
2 Menbers $134
3 Menbers $134
4 Menbers $134
5 Menbers $157
6 Menbers Or More $179

3025. 15. 00 EXCESS SHELTER EXPENSE DEDUCTI ON ( F)



Al'l assistance groups which do not contain an elderly or
di sabl ed nmenber(s) may receive a shelter deduction up to a
maxi mum of $400. See Section 3445. 20. 05.

An ineligible alien who is elderly or disabled does not
entitle the assistance group to the uncapped shelter
deduction. The ineligible alien is subject to the maxi num
shel ter deduction anount.

3030. 00. 00 WORK EXPENSE DI SREGARD ( C)

An earned incone work expense disregard of $90 is allowed to
participating AG nmepbers in the financial eligibility
deternination. (f28) An earned i ncome work expense

di sregard of $90 is allowed to nonBarticipating AG nenbers
and to sanctioned individuals. (f29)

3035. 00. 00 MA EARNED | NCOVE DI SREGARD (MED 2, MED 3)

An earned i nconme work expense disregard of $90 is allowed to
AG nenbers in the financial eligibility determ nation. An
earned i ncone work disregard of $90 is allowed to the
nonreci pient parent of . a mnor VA Mor MA N

appl i cant/recipi ent. (f30)

3040. 00. 00 GENERAL | NCOVE DI SREGARD (MED 1, 4)

The general income disregard for MA A, MA B, MA D, MADW and
MADI AGs is $15.50. (f31) For MA L (QWB), MA J (SLMB), MA G
(QDW, MA I (Q-1) and MA K (Q-2) AGs it is $20.00.

3045. 00. 00 GENERAL EARNED | NCOMVE DI SREGARD (MED 1 MED 4)

In the eligibility determ nation, $65 per nonth of al

earned incone, plus 1/2 of the renmi ning earned incone, is
di sregarded. The earned incone disregard is applied once to
the AG s conbined total earned incone. (f32)

3046. 00. 00 SUBSTANTI AL GAI NFUL ACTI VI TY AMOUNT (MED 1)

Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA) is the Iimtation on
gross earnings that is used to determ ne categorica
eligibility. The anobunt is $860 effective January 1, 2006.

3047. 00. 00 M NI MUM EARNI NGS FOR M E. D. WORKS | MPROVED
CATEGORY (MED 1)

The mont hl'y m ni mrum ear ni ngs anount for MADI is $206. This
is calculated by nmultiplying the m ni numwage, currently
$5.15 tinmes 40. (f33)

3050. 00. 00 MAXI MUM BENEFI TS (F, C)




There is a maxi num benefit anount based on AG size for the
Food Stanmp and Cash Assi stance prograns. These nmaxi mum
amounts are listed in the follow ng sections.

3050. 05. 00 MAXI MUM BENEFI TS (F)

This chart lists the maxi mum nonthly Food Stanp benefits per
AG effective 10/ 1/05.

AG MAXI MUM AG MAXI MUM
S| ZE BENEFI T S| ZE BENEFI T
1 $152 6 $ 722
2 278 7 798
3 399 8 912
4 506 9 1026
5 601 10 1140
Each Additi onal Menber
+ $114

3050. 10. 00 MAXI MUM BENEFI TS ( C)

The followi ng charts indicate the maxi mum nonthly Cash

Assi stance benefits per AG based upon the conposition of the
AG and nunber of participating nmenbers. There are separate
charts for AGs which include a recipient parent/caretaker
and AGs which only include children.

The maxi mum benefit is based on 90% of an AG s need
standard, rounded down to the next whole dollar.

MAXI MUM BENEFI TS
AG W TH A RECI Pl ENT PARENT AND/ OR CARETAKER

PARTI Cl PATI NG MAXI MUM PARTI Cl PATI NG  MAXI MUM
VEMBERS BENEFI T VENMBERS BENEFI T

1 $139 6 $463

2 229 7 522

3 288 8 580

4 346 9 639

) 405 10 697




For AGs containing nore than 10 participating nenbers,

MAXI MUM BENEFI TS

AG W TH RECI PI ENT CHI LDREN ONLY

PARTI Cl PATI NG  MAXI MUM PARTI CI PATI NG MAXI MUM
VEMBERS BENEFI T VEMBERS BENEFI T
1 $139 6 $432
2 198 7 490
3 256 8 549
4 315 9 607
) 373 10 666

add

$65 to the need standard (Section 3010.15.00) for each

addi t

i onal

AG menber.

Mul tiply the need standard by 90% and

round down to the nearest doll ar.

3099.

00. 00

FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 3000

Foll owi ng are the footnotes for Chapter 3000:
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Food Security and Rural

470 | AC

. C 12-

405 | AC
405 | AC
Soci al
Soci al

Security Act,
Security Act,

| nvest nent Act of 2002
10.1-3-1
14-2-5.1(c)(2)
2-3-15; 405 I AC 2-9-4
2- 3-15;

Section 1924(f)(2) (A
Section 1905(p)(1) (O

7 CFR 273.9

. C 12-

14-2-5

45 CFR 233. 20(a)(2)

470 | AC
405 | AC
405 | AC
Section
OBRA- 90
405 | AC
Section
405 | AC
Section

14- 3-

2- 3- 8

2-3-21; 405 I AC 2-3-17; I1C 12-15-7-2
3203 of Title 38 U . S.C. as anended by
(P.L. 101-508)
2-3-17; Soci al
1924(d)
2-3-17; Soci al
1924(d)

Security Act,
Security Act,

45 CFR 233.20(a) (2)

Soci al Security Act, Section 1925

Soci al Security Act, Section 1902(1)(2)

Soci al Security Act, Section 1902(1)(2)(ii)(I1l)
|.C. 12-15-2-14

Soci al Security Act, Section 1905(P)(2)

7 CFR 273.9(d) (4)

Soci al Security Act, Section (a)(8)(A);

45 CFR 233.20(a) (11) (i)
45 CFR 255. 4(a)(2) (iii)
7 CFR 273.9(d)(6)
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7 CFR 273.9(c)

Food Security and Rural Investnent Act of 2002
45 CFR 233.20(a)(11)(B)

Soci al Security Act, Section 402(a)(31)

Soci al Security Act 402(a)(31)

405 | AC 2-3-3

405 | AC 2-3-3

| AC 2-9-5(b)



